
typically awful BBC way 
on television at the mo-
ment). Let me know if you 
are interested in coming 
along on that pilgrimage in 
2019. 

Two of the pilgrims I have 
invited this year are semi-
narians from Oscott. The 
cost of walking the Way 
are very low. However, 
flights to get to that part of 
Spain are not so cheap. The 
cost for the two of them to 
go is going to be about 
£700. Obviously that is too 
expensive for seminarians. 
So if any of you would like 
to sponsor the two semi-
narians—Sean Gough and 
Benedict Skipper—then 
please let me have a dona-
tion towards their costs. 
They promise to pray for 
any donors on the walk. 

Don’t forget to look at the 
Holy Week schedule and 
plan your week! 

The greatest week of the 
Church’s year is fast ap-
proaching. Last week I 
promised that you would 
have cards for distribution. 
In the end, the time for 
getting them printed for 
this weekend had passed, 
and so you have my home-
made leaflets instead. In 
any case, there are enough 
of them to give out to 
friends and family and in-
vite them to join us for 
Holy Week. 

You will notice that we are 
going to be having two 
services in Holy Week 
which are just advertised as 
‘Holy Week Services’. 
These will be like the in-
formal Carol Service we 
had before Christmas. The 
invitation is similar. Except 
it won’t be carols and 
mince pies, it will be the 
Cross and hot cross buns. 
It’s a great opportunity to 

invite people to come 
along who otherwise 
would not go to church in 
this great week. 

I had said that I would not 
be organising any pilgrim-
ages this year. However, I 
was talking to a friend of 
mine and we decided to do 
part of the walking pil-
grimage to Santiago—only 
six days of walking 
though—in October. Since 
I mentioned this in public 
hearing, a number of pa-
rishioners have jumped on 
board, and now it is a 
group of 12 people going. I 
can’t take any more people 
than this, as the English 
Camino has few places to 
stay which are big enough 
for more people. Howev-
er, I might be persuaded to 
organise a walking pilgrim-
age to Santiago following 
the French Camino (the 
one being featured in the 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Toribius of Mon-

grovejo 
1538-1606 

Turibius was a Spanish 
saint who studied law and 
became a professor at Sala-
manca, receiving appoint-
ment, as a layman, as chief 
judge of the Inquisition. He 
was appointed to the post 
of archbishop of Lima, 
Peru. After receiving ordi-
nation as priest and bishop, 

he arrived in Peru in 1581 
and demonstrated great 
zeal. He did all in his pow-
er to aid the poor and de-
fend the rights of the Indi-
ans who were then suffer-
ing severely under Spanish 
occupation. He founded 
schools, churches, hospi-
tals, and the first seminary 
in the New World. He also 
mastered several Indian 
dialects to help his work.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6.00pm 

Saturday 17th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 18th 
Fifth Sunday of  

9.00am    Holy Mass  Helena & Cyril Jefferies and Iris & 
Arthur Jervis 

Lent   11.00am   Holy Mass  Agnes Martin 

 1.00pm    Baptism  

 4.30pm    Stations  of the Cross  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

Monday 19th   9.30am   Holy Mass  Int Bernadette McGough 

ST JOSEPH  6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention 

Tuesday 20th 9.15am    Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

Lenten Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

Wednesday 21st  6.00pm   Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

Lenten Feria   6.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Thursday 22nd  6.00pm    Holy Mass Bill Johnson 

Lenten Feria   7.00pm   Lenten Holy Hour  

Friday 23rd  6.00am   Eucharistic Adoration  

Lenten Feria  7.00am   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

   9.30am  Holy Mass John Hodgkinson 

   10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

     

Saturday 24th 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Lenten Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 25th           9.00am    Holy Mass  Special Intention 

Palm Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  Alice Edwards 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Visitation Closing Mass at Holy Trinity Newcastle at 7.00pm 

 4.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

feast of st Joseph 
Oh, St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of God. I place in you all my 
interests and desires. Oh, St. Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession, and obtain for me from your divine 
Son all spiritual blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. So that, having engaged here below your heavenly power, 
I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of Fathers. Oh, St. Joseph, I never weary of contemplat-
ing you, and Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my name 
and kiss His fine head for me and ask him to return the Kiss when I draw my dying breath. St. Joseph, Patron of 
departing souls - Pray for me� 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can is availa-
ble to be seen, is on Monday 19th 
March from 6.30 to 7.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. There will be a 
shorter Open House on Monday 26th 
March from 7 to 7.30pm. After that, 
the next Open House will be on 
Monday 23rd April at 6.30pm. 

Care Home Prayer Service  

Our monthly pray-
er service for the 
elderly will be at 
Ravenswood, The 
Avenue Kidsgrove 
on Tuesday 20th 
March at 11am. We 

would love to see more parishioners 
coming and bringing the light of faith 
to residents. Come and meet us at 
the home. 

The Friendship Club is our 
monthly meeting for older peo-

ple. Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 27th March, at the usual 
time of 2pm at Kidsgrove Town 
Hall. We always welcome new 
people, so come and give it a 

try. If you need transport please 
contact Matt Ford on 

07587034299.  

On Fire! 
19th to 24th May 2018 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill 

Franciscan Friars and Sisters of the Renewal 
You are invited to be part of our great Pentecost Festival, On Fire! Apologies 
for the late cancellation of last week’s meeting. All who are interested in help-
ing with the Mission—publicity, organisation, hospitality, celebration—please 
come to a meeting at St Joseph’s on Wednesday 21st March at 7pm. 

Holy Week Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you want to… 
Hear the message of Holy Week 

made simple? 
Come to Church, but not sure about 

the long Holy Week services? 
Bring your children and family to 

church at this important time? 
Then come to one of our Holy Week 

Services 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill, Tuesday 27th 

March at 7pm 
English Martyrs’ Biddulph, Wednes-

day 28th March at 7pm 
There will be a gift for all the chil-

dren 
And tea, coffee, and hot cross buns 

for all 
A great opportunity to invite those 
who wouldn’t normally come to 

church! 

Men’s Disciple Group  We are 
coming to the end of our present 
series of men’s discipleship meetings, 
looking at the Eucharist in the Bible. 
Our next meeting will be on Friday 
6th April at 7pm at St Joseph’s. 

Alpha The course is running at St 
Joseph’s once again, on Sunday after-
noons at 3pm, finishing at 4.45pm. 
Why not try out one of these sessions 
as a taster? 

Holy Week Choir Once again this 
year we will be organising a joint 
choir for the Holy Week liturgies. 
We need singers! So please come 
along to the rehearsals on Wednesday 
at 7pm at St Joseph’s. 

Sacramental Preparation Any 
children who are not in Catholic 
schools, or who have missed out on 
the Sacraments, but wish to receive 
them this year, please see Fr Julian as 
preparation is due to start soon. 

St joseph’s day 
St Joseph’s Day is this 
Monday. Come to St 
Joseph’s Church to 

celebrate the Feast of 
our Patron Saint. 

Holy Mass in church 
with St Joseph’s Acad-

emy at 9.30am 

Holy Mass at 6pm 

For the feast day, a visit to the respective 
church can gain a Plenary Indulgence, 
with Confession, Holy Communion and 

prayer for the Pope’s intentions.  

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
Nathan Liam Dodds who will be bap-
tised today at English Martyrs’. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Winifred Jackson. The funeral 
service will be at St Joseph’s on Mon-
day 26th March at 12.15pm, fol-
lowed by burial at Burslem cemetery. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

On the Street with Jesus 

 

 

 

Once again this Maundy Thursday 
we will go out on the streets of 

Biddulph for Stations of the Cross 

Bring the Cross to the people of Bid-
dulph, inviting them to pray a station 
or two with us as we make the Way 

of the Cross on the High Street. 
Meet outside the Town Hall for a 

prompt start at 12noon.  

Come and walk with Him! 



Preparing the Gospel 

KEY VERSE: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
TO KNOW: Bethphage and Bethany were places on the 
Mount of Olives to which Jesus would return at the begin-
ning of his Passion. Notice the urgency with which Jesus 
speaks to his disciples. He tells them to do what they are 
to do immediately. Jesus rode on a donkey, just like Solo-
mon had on his entry into Jerusalem. This is a sign that 
Jesus is claiming to be king. The prophet Zechariah in the 
Old Testament also speaks of the Messiah coming to his 
people riding on an ass. The palms which the people cut 
and with which they strew the way are a fulfilment of 
Psalm 118, a great psalm looking forward to the coming of 
the Messiah into his city. Hosanna is a shout of joy, to 
greet the Saviour. The reference to the kingdom of our 
father David is a reference to the Messiah who was the 
new king of God’s people. 
TO LOVE: The people shouted praise of Jesus which was 
heard by many. Have you brought your joy in Jesus’ pres-
ence in your life to others? 
TO SERVE: How can you serve the Lord this week? 
Through greeting his presence in the Eucharist. Through 
greeting his presence in the poor. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£435.50, Non Gift Aid £183.42. 
Total £618.92.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £209.00, Non 
Gift Aid £212.97. Total £421.97.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £239.50, Non 
Gift Aid £209.81. Total £449.31.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Draw Weekly: 1st Prize £20, 
No.144 C Fell; 2nd Prize £10, No.30 
N Bailey; 3rd Prize £5, No.134 L 
Niewiadomski.   

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
If you don’t already have a number 
please consider subscribing. You pay 
£1 a week, collected quarterly or half 
yearly, for your chance to win a 
weekly & monthly cash prize. For 
more details contact Mary Jervis on 
514829. 

Collection Envelopes The new 
boxes of envelopes for English Mar-
tyrs’ & St Patrick’s are available to 
collect at Mass today. 

Mark 11:1-10 
When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples, and said to them, ‘Go into the village opposite 
you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat; untie it and bring it. If 
anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” say, “The 
Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediate-
ly.’” And they went away, and found a colt tied at the 
door out in the open street; and they untied it. And those 
who stood there said to them, ‘What are you doing, un-
tying the colt?’ And they told them what Jesus had said; 
and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus, 
and threw their garments on it; and he sat upon it. And 
many spread their garments on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields. 
And those who went before and those who followed 
cried out, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father 
David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 
English Martyrs: O’Sullivan Family 
RIP 
St John’s: Finn Family  
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Lenten alms 
Last week The collection for 
Friends of the Holy Land raised 
£385.56.  
Next Week Will be the annual col-
lection for Holy Places normally tak-
en on Good Friday. 

Visitation will be at Holy Trinity, 
Newcastle, on Friday 23rd March at 
7pm. The celebrant is His Grace the 
Archbishop. It was so encouraging to 
see so many come for the opening of 
the Visitation. Let’s see the same 
support at the closing! 

Evening for Parish Readers All 
the readers in our churches are asked 
to attend a Deanery training session 
at St Teresa’s Trent Vale on either 
17th or 24th April at 7.30pm. 

Study Weekend There will be a  St 
Thomas Aquinas study weekend at St 
Dominic's Convent, Stone on 13th to 
15th April. The cost is £150 if resi-
dential (£80 for low income) or £15 
with lunch for non residential. For 
more details on the weekend  contact 
Sr Valery  on 01785 812091 or 
email: valerywalker@yahoo.co.uk 

Pilgrimage to Rome & Assisi St 
Gregory’s Longton are organising a 
pilgrimage to Rome & Assisi, Mon-
day 29th October to Friday 2nd No-
vember. Two nights in Rome and 
two in Assisi. The cost is £670 (extra 
for checked in luggage, insurance and 
single rooms). Bed and breakfast in 
Rome and half board in Assisi. If you 
are interested please contact Canon 
John Gilbert on 313796. 

Volunteer with Fr Hudson’s 
Young at Heart Team 

Can you help our Young at Heart 
team reach more isolated  older peo-
ple in North Staffordshire. We are 

looking for befrienders to visit people 
at home and keep them company for 
a while. All volunteers will be given 
training, travel expenses, a regular 
newsletter and ongoing support. If 
you’d like to get involved call the 

team on 01782 269990 

Deanery Visitation Closing Mass 
The closing Mass for the Deanery 


